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The neighborhood of Bosniak Mahala is an example of how evocative objects support ethnic
enclaves, and the impact of enclaves on democracy and peace building in Kosovo

Philosophers and the Politics of Neighborhoods: 
Park East and Bosniak Mahala (2)

I have been to Mitrovica several times
over the years, but only once was I in
the vicinity of Bosniak Mahala in the
city•s Serb dominated north. Although
the development and displacement of
gentrification could be at work in this
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lines of a representative democracy, in
which popular sovereignty„or popular
will„is expressed by the aggregation of
preferences achieved through the act
of voting. However, the fact that Kosovo
is predominantly ethnic Albanian and is
fragmented into ethnic enclaves, and
that ethno-nationalism as an ideology
holds sway over how many people
vote, places in jeopardy the degree to
which its democracy is both legitimate
and viable, at least in the eyes of its
minority peoples. 
Such dangers should be taken seriously,
especially in a society where ethno-
nationalisms• xenophobia and chauvin-
ism run rampant. The English philoso-
pher A.C. Grayling clarified the forces
that might be imposed on people, and
in this case, on those of an enclave rich
plural monoethnic Kosovo. He said •the
power of demagoguery, of manipula-
tion of crowd sentiment by fiery rabble-
rousing speeches ƒwhich target those
very things„emotion and prejudice„
so inimical to producing sound govern-
ment.Ž In such a political environment,
where the majority of people are
nationalists nervously living in their own
echo chambers, nationalist parties
increase their ranks, thereby capturing
a larger share of the electorate.
Although Serb nationalist parties do well
in Serb dominated municipalities like
Leposavi� and Zubin Potok, these par-
ties barely make a ripple nationwide,
leaving many Serbs to question not only
the legitimacy and viability of the dem-
ocratic state but the continuance of
peace in Kosovo.  

Dampening the Power

Even though representative democracy
in Kosovo has been commandeered by
ethno-nationalists, who have trans-
formed •the will of the peopleŽ into
something more like •the wills of the
peoples,Ž I am not arguing for the dis-
mantling of Kosovo•s democracy.
Instead, I am opting for dampening the
power of its ethno-nationalisms.
Elsewhere I have argued for dispropor-
tionate representation with multiple
votes as a way to make room for more
moderate voices. Here, however, I sug-
gest capturing the discursive, critical,
and dialogical elements of deliberative
democracy and using them against the
fanaticism of nationalism. It is, more or
less, a turn to what Grayling calls •the
democracy of debate, discussion, the
mutual giving of reasons with the aim of
reaching agreement or consensus
upon which decisions can then be
based.Ž Perhaps even more important
for peace building is when, according
to the American diplomat Harold
Saunders, •one•s mind opens to absorb

new views, enlarge perspectives,
rethink assumptions and modify judg-
ments.Ž The point, however, is not to
have only parliamentarians and nego-
tiators make this turn, but also the ordi-
nary people within neighborhoods. The
hope is that these elements will end the


